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Abstract

One advantage of oriental medicine is its ability to treat a phenomenon with an unknown cause by interpreting the cause as
disharmony between the human body and nature, including pre-disease conditions that cannot be treated in Western
medicine, mental depression, or an external force applied to the body. However, one of its disadvantages is the lack of
consistency in the treatment of diseases with unknown etiologies and pathologies, such as motor disorders. To promote the
use of oriental medicine, it is important to understand its advantages and disadvantages. It is also important to further
theorize disease etiologies and pathologies using the concept of Yin and Yang, and the theory of the zang-fii organs,
meridians, and collaterals, while emphasizing ataraxia and harmony with nature. In Japan, such attempts began in the 1800s
(during the Edo period) but were later discontinued for political reasons. Therefore, to promote oriental medicine in Japan,
it is important to understand how oriental medicine would most likely have developed after the Edo period, had it not been
interrupted. Then, by incorporating information available today, we should establish novel concepts, theories, and terms to
conceptualize and understand all phenomena observed in oriental medicine.



