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Motoori Norinaga’s View of Life and Death
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Abstract

An individual’s view of life and death is based on an examination of how one should live. What is life? What should be let go, and
what should be taken up? As practitioners of acupuncture and moxibustion, living in this present ailing era, how should we face life
and understand death? In Japan, views of life and death have shifted, reaching their present state. Akd Roshi, who deeply influenced
people’s views of life and death, Kaibara Ekiken, who left with us many writings such as Y&jokun , and Motoori Norinaga, who
touched and revealed the spirit of the ancient Japanese people: how did these individual live? What did they make their foundation as
they walked their paths? By finding the answers to these questions, and what still holds true with us in the present day, we realize
what is even now in the process of being lost, and what we now must reclaim. What should we let go, take up, and look to? What is
the source of our utterances, that which exists beyond the mere dregs that are our words? What can be obtained through Zen? One
can only see the foundation of life and death by gazing at life firsthand, as it occurs.
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