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Abstract

In recent years, as Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM) or Integrative Medicine have been
getting public attention, the medical system has began to change. Because such trend might also affects
acupuncture and moxibustion medicine, it is necessary to grasp the present state of the medicine and
prepare for the possible change in the future. However, lack of reliable information on the present state
of acupuncture and moxibustion medicine makes it difficult to have a view of its future in this country.
Therefore we conduct a survey research to grasp the present state of acupuncture and moxibusion.
The result of our survey showed that acupuncture and moxibustion have been utilized by approximately
6-7% of the population every year. Such a low prevalence rate, according to our further analysis about
reason to (or not to) choose or discontinue treatment, was found to be due to lack of information about
acupuncture and moxibustion therapy. It is necessary for acupuncture and moxibusion medicine to avoid
to be isolated in the medical system by making active exchange with the other medicines and to develop
it through the interaction.
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