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Effects of Electro-Acupuncture Stimulation on Minor Surgical Operation
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Summary :  Acupuncture anesthesia was performed in eleven patients requiring a minor
surgical operation.

The method of acupuncture anesthesia was as follows. At first we gave D-phenylalanine
4 grams, and then we used low frequency electro-acupuncture to HEGU (LI-4) and ZU-
SANLI(S-36), and high frequency electro-acupuncture to the operative field simultane-
ously. These procedures were performed for thirty minutes before and after the operation.

To evaluate the effects of acupunciure anesthesia, pain thresholds were measured before
and after the stimulation, and pain scores for operative manipulation were recorded.

Pain threshold showed a significant increase before starting operation, as compared
with that of before the stimulation. However, operations that were carried out only by
acupuncture anesthesia were five in eleven patients.

Judging from the pain scores, acupuncture anesthesia had a tendency to reduce cuta-
neous incisional pain, and often fail to reduce pain in hemostasis manipulation and
traction of deep tissues. ]

It was demonstrated that our present procedure increased pain threshold of skin sat-
isfactory but not enough for operation in deep tissues.

Key Words : #%LINF#T  Minor surgical operation, HFEF Acupuncture anesthesia,
WHEE Pain threshold, (ESAEWMIB Low frequency electoro-acupuncture,
HHEFEIM  High frequency electoro-acupuncture,
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