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Combination of acupuncture and intravenous
anesthesia during induced abortion
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Summary: We report the anesthetic effect of acupuncture alone in 7 patients who
underwent induced abortion (D & D) and that of acupuncture combined with intravenous
drug anesthesia in 5. Remote acupuncture loci at LI-4 (Hegt), S-36 (Zisanli) and SP-6
(Sdnyinjiao) in the limbs were selected for low-frequency electrostimulation with acu-
puncture anesthesia. In addition, in two patients, local high-frequency silver spike pointer
(S5P) stimulation of the lumbar region was performed simultaneously to improve
anesthetic effect. In patients who received acupuncture alone, including those who received
both low and local high-frequency stimulation, there was no synergism nor potentiation
supplying constant anesthetic effecl, owing to individual differences in pain threshold.
However, with the combination method, reliable anesthesia was obtained in all patients,
and pentazocine provided satisfactory anesthesia at hallf the usual dose. Throughout
surgery, there was neither reaction or side effect atiributable to acupuncture nor abnor-
mal constriction or bleeding of the uterus.

Key Words : TEHREERER D&C, &HE: Acupuncture anesthesia,
S S P#EE  silver spike pointer (SSP) Therapy, #iREFE: Venous Anesthesia,
M I XFEI# Mixed Electrical Stimulation
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