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Summary: We have invesligated the elfects of acupuncture and moxibustion on intestinal
motility in humans by measuring bowel sounds. However, localization of bowel sounds
is unclear, and the cycle pattern and intensity of contraction could not be determined
by measuring bowel sounds. Therefore, we employed the strain gauge force transducer
(SG) method to record gastrointestinal molility continuously in physiclogical condition.
We were able to implant SGs onto the serosa of the stomach, jejunum and colen of
rats and to record those moltilities successfully. We investigated normal motility of the
digestive tract in rats, the recovery process of jejunal motility from postoperative intes-
tinal paralysis and the influence of anesthesia on intestinal motility. As a result, cyclic
interdigestive migrating complex (IMC) was observed in rats, and we may be able to
evaluate the effects of acupuncture and moxibustion on intestinal motility by observing
changes in IMC.



