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A Hypothesis on the Theory on Body Structure
in Traditional Chinese Medicine.
— Pulse Conditions Represented as Long and Short —

NAGANO Hitoshi', SINOHARA Shoji', YANO Tadashi’®
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Summary: Pulse diagnosis is an important techniques in traditional chinese medicine, that
is based on the yin yang-five elemeni theory, viscera bowels-meridians theory, and human-
nature theory. The main aim of this thesis is to clarify how the theory of body structure
was formed and reflected on pulse condition diagnosis.

“Maijing” (FHR#EI) is the first literature which collectively described various pulse diagn-
ose used in the past. These are called ‘24 pulse types' and have influenced the practice of
pulse diagnosis in the following era. In this thesis, two pulse conditions, long’ and ‘short’
pulse that were excluded from the ‘24 pulse types' are examined through comparison of the
articles between “Maijing " (TNR#FD) and “Suwen (IR,

As a result, it is clear that pulse diagnosis underlies the theory of the structure of the
body. Focusing on the usage of “ffi"(a kind of connective word), we concluded that the
terms ‘long’ and ‘shortl’ as used in “Suwen” ([3#M]), have something to do with prognosis
and the ‘24 pulse types' are concepts by which they diagnosed various diseases.



