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Summary: In our country to date, acupunciure and moxibustion have been appreciated
as useful for the correction of malpresentation. Many available and reasonable reports
associated with breech delivery treated by the combination ol acupuncture and moxibus-
tion can be [ound. In particular, oriental medicine is recently reevaluated as a natural
procedure in obsletrical clinic. However, the distinct efficacy of the lreatment with
moxibustion only has not been formally demonstrated.

Accordingly, we examined the elfects of moxibustion only on 166 pregnant women
with fetal malpresentation diagnosed in the 24-40th gestational week, In practice, moxibus-
tion method was individually developed, but included the two poinls, Sanyinjiao(SP-6)
and Ziyin{BL-67).

Consequenlly, the correction rate for malpresentation was estimated to be 76.5%, which
was unexpectedly high. However, in failed cases, the gestalional week at the initial
treatment was considered the most important factor in determining the possibility of
correclion. In primipara patients, the main factors of obslruction were, in order,
shortening of the umbilical cord, and dilatation or hardness of the uterine wall. In
multipara patienls, the main factor was a loop in umbilical cord. In our study. the
high correction rate prior to labor using a natural procedure such as moxibustion was
identified as very eflective since breech delivery is liable to cause fetal distress which
may lead to birth trauma or palsy of the newborn.
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