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Meridians Map and Model Theory
NAKAMURA Kiyoshi

Department of Humanities, Meiji Uniwersity of Oriental Medicine,

Summary: Acupuncture medicine, an important part of traditional oriental medicine, is based
on the theory of specific meridians in the human body. Acupoints along these meridians are
depicted on body sketches or models, which have been used in practice from ancient times
to the present. However, the presentation on some models significantly differs from anatomy
models used in modern medicine. The characteristics of this theory are understood through
specific insights into the cosmos and human body, deeply influenced by oriental thought in

the early era, i.e. deep-layered thinking. The meridian plates are modeled according to the
specific theory, but differ from the models used by modern sciences. The universe itself is

viewed as a model in the traditional, oriental sicience and medicine, as our study concludes.
So to speak, nature is a living model for the human being, indicating the truth and law of

the world and even the way of life, "tac”. Therefore, such a picture or model with meridians

also contains features of ethical character and includes a holistic view.

Received on January 16, 1997; Accepted on March 25, 1997
T To Whom correspondence should be addressed.



