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Peripheral nerve injuries due to malpractice or

poor of acupuncture

"KATSUMI Yasukazu, ITOI Megumi, KOJIMA Akiyoshi,
TAKATORI Ryouta, TOTANI Yuki

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Meiji University of Oriental Medicine

Abstract

Clinicians and patients are constantly exposed to the risk of malplactice. Physicians have often treated
iatrogenic nerve palsies. To prevent unexpected medical accidents, we investigated 1,212 incidents of
unexpected medical accidents reported over a 28-year period in Kyoto Prefecture. There were 53 peripheral
nerve injuries were found within the 1,212 incidents. Fourteen cases involued injuries to median nerves, 12
to radial nerves, 6 to accessory nerves, 4 to ulnar nerves, 4 to brachial plexuses, 4 to cutaneous nerves of
the forearm, 3 to peroneal nerves and the renaininge injuries involued other nerves. These peripheral nerve
injuries were likely to occur through injections with needle and surgical operations. Thirty-four injuries
occurred by injection. Mechanical damage due fo the injection needle caused 17 injuries. Symptoms were
usually mild except for RSD and causalgia. Seventeen injuries occurred during swgery for example dwring
resection of lymphnodes and soft tissue tumors. Surgrey around the neck under local anesthesia risk
carriesa peripheral nerve injuries.

Four cases of peripheral nerve injury during acupuncture therapy have been reported. in Japan These
peripheral nerve injuries were caused by broken and embedded needles. Piercing a peripheral nerve
with the acupuncture needle produces less damage because the needle has a tapered point.

Received on May 22, 2002 ; Accepted on September 13, 2002
¥ To whom correspondence should be addressed.
Meiji University of Oriental Medicine, Hiyoshi-cho, Funaigun, Kyoto 629-0392, Japan



